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MDA Topic Generation Process

ÅMDA bases SBIR & STTR Topics on an annually-updated 
Investment Strategy with Consideration of:

ïMDA Mission
ïBallistic Missile Defense Review
ïBMDS Integrated Master Test Plan
ïBMDS Integrated Master Plan 
ïBMD Strategic Roadmap
ïBMD Industry Day Briefing

ÅCoordinate with Agency Elements, Research Area Leads & 
Subject Matter Experts

ÅSolicit and Receive Inputs from System Prime Contractors 

ÅConduct a Peer Review Prior to Submitting Recommendations
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MDA Mission

The Missile Defense Agency's (MDA) 

mission is to develop, test, and field 

an integrated, layered, ballistic 

missile defense system (BMDS) to 

defend the United States, its deployed 

forces, allies, and friends against all 

ranges of enemy ballistic missiles in 

all phases of flight.
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Ballistic Missile Defense  Review (BMDR)

ÅThe BMDR was directed by the President and mandated 

by Congress.  Results were published by Defense 

Secretary Gates, 1 February 2010.

ÅThe approach was to conduct a careful analysis of the 

threat, reprioritize investments, and identify improvements 

to management of the program.

ÅImpacts on MDA

ïMade defense against  near-term regional threats a top priority

ïDirected we sustain and enhance ability to defend against a small 

number of long-range ballistic missiles

ïDirected realistic testing before deployment

ïDirected fiscally sustainable development

ïDirected flexible capabilities for evolving threats

ïDirected to seek greater international cooperation
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Resulting Advanced Technology Focus

ÅFocus

ïTo develop new, innovative concepts and technologies that can 

be applied to achieve early intercept capability, stay ahead of 

the threat, improve system performance, and lower life-cycle 

costs

ÅBenefits

ïExpands engagement opportunities to all phases of threat 

missile flight

ïChance to intercept before countermeasures deploy

ïExpands ñshoot-look-shootò opportunity (increases inventory 

efficiency)
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SBIR/STTR Program Priorities

ÅSupport the Agencyôs and Directorateôs 

missions

ÅAddress BMD System Gaps or Foster New 

BMD System Capabilities

ÅFocus on BMDS Insertion - Increase Value of 

Phase II Awards Based on Relevance to the 

BMD System

ÅEncourage communication between 

primes/suppliers and small firms early in the 

process

ÅEncourage University Participation 
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Phase I
ÅMDA intends for the Phase I effort to determine the merit and 

technical feasibility of the concept.  Only UNCLASSIFIED 
proposals will be entertained.

ÅPhase I proposals may be submitted for an amount not to 
exceed $100,000 with a $50,000 Option. 

ÅMaximum page limit of TWENTY (20) pages ïdoes not 
include cost proposal or company commercialization report.

Å If the offeror proposes to use foreign nationals ïpersonnel 
and level of involvement MUST be identified.

ÅPrevious SBIR and STTR topics, including the most recent 
SBIR 09.3 and STTR 09.B topics, are available on the DoD
SBIR/STTR website (http://www.dodsbir.net) 

ÅPrior MDA awards may be found at 
https://www.dodsbir.net/Awards
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Phase I - Pre-Solicitation: Tips

Å The pre-solicitation period for both SBIR & STTR solicitations 
opens on 20 July 2010 and ends on 17 August 2010.

Å During the pre-release period, you may talk directly with the 
Topic Authors to ask technical questions about the topics. 
Contact information is provided within each solicitation topic. 

Å For reasons of competitive fairness, direct communication 
between proposers and topic authors is not allowed when 
DoD begins accepting proposals (on 18 August). 

Å However, proposers may still submit written questions about 
solicitation topics through the SBIR/STTR Interactive Topic 
Information System (SITIS -all questions and answers are 
posted electronically for general viewing) at 
http://www.dodsbir.com/Sitis/Default.asp . 

Å All proposers are advised to monitor SITIS during the 
solicitation period. 
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Phase II
ÅPhase II Proposal Submission is by Invitation only:  A Phase 

II proposal can be submitted only by a Phase I awardee and 
only in response to an invitation by MDA.  

Å Invitations are generally issued at or near the Phase I contract 
completion, with the Phase II proposals generally due one 
month later.

Å Phase II proposals may be submitted for an amount normally 
not to exceed $1,000,000.  MDA may consider making Phase 
II Invitations at higher levels depending on BMDS relevance 
and program needs

Å Phase I SBIR awardees with outside (non-SBIR/STTR) 
investment may be eligible for the Phase II Fast Track 
Program.  Applications must be received within 120 days of 
PH I award following instructions and utilizing the template at 
http://www.mdasbir.com
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Phase II Transition Program

ÅMDAôs Phase II Transition Program provides matching SBIR 
funds to expand an existing Phase II contract that attracts 
investment funds from a DoD acquisition program, a non-
SBIR/STTR government program, or the Private sector, for the 
purpose of developing a specific product.  

Å Phase II Transition matching funds may provide up to 
$500,000 of SBIR funds, on a one-for-one basis, in 
accordance with DoD policy.  The Phase II contract period of 
performance may be extended up to one year per award.

ÅMultiple Phase II Transition awards may be made for a given 
Phase II SBIR/STTR contract , but only if the total matching 
funds provided are less than or equal to $500,000 for all 
awards.
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Phase II Transition Program
ÅBasic Requirements

ïñOpenò DoD SBIR/STTR Phase II Contract
ÅAt time of application, the contract must be active to be selected 

for award.

ïñOutsideò Investor
ÅFirms MUST have an identified non-SBIR/STTR funding source to 

qualify for this program.  Documented commitment from that 
source must be provided.  The funds must be provided during the 
intended period of performance

ÅWe will match up to $500K

ïSuggested TRL of 5 or higher
ÅFocus of the program is technology transition and potential 

insertion into the BMDS.

ïAdvocacy letter from an MDA Program Office
ÅVerifies potential for insertion

ÅAll Applications Subject to Review of the Proposal, 
the Transition Plan, and the Availability of Funding
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The MDA Opportunities

Recent Budgets and Awards

FY Program # Topics # Phase I

Proposals

# Phase I

Awards

# Phase II

Awards

FY07

SBIR 54 1,165 164 99

STTR 11 111 24 13

Total ($142M) 65 1,276 188 112

FY08

SBIR 53 788 160 90

STTR STTR deferred to 08.B (FY09) Solicitation (Aug 2008)

Total ($137M) 53 788 160 90

FY09

SBIR 51 599 150 86

STTR 13 100 25 Deferred to FY10

Total ($125M) 64 699 175 86

FY10

SBIR 40 584 127 102

STTR 9 71 25 16

Total ($102M) 49 655 152 118
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Current MDA Research Areas

ÅThe topics which will be listed in the solicitation 
originated from MDA Programs and are directly 
linked to their core research and development 
requirements.

ïCommand, Control, Battle Management and 
Communications (C2BMC)

ïDirected Energy 

ïInnovative Concepts & Special Focus Projects

ïInterceptor Technology 

ïManufacturing, Producibility & Field Sustainability 

ïModeling & Simulation 

ïRadar Technology

ïSpace Technology 

ÅLearn more at http://www.mda.mil and 
http://www.mdasbir.com
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2010 Research Areas
Interceptor
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2010 Research Areas (Cont.)

C2BMC
Battle Management /Command and 

Control Topics

Modeling and Simulation

Supporting Test and Evaluation
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Technology Topics not within 
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MDA ïTechnology Applications Program

Å Leverages the expertise of 

technology and business experts 

to accelerate the maturation and 

commercialization of technology

Å Provides individualized business 

assistance through regional 

workshops funded by MDA

Å Services offered to MDA 

SBIR/STTR awardees. 

Å More information available at 

http://www. mdatechnology.net/
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Suggested Resources

http://www.mdasbir.com

http://www.mda.mil

http://www.dodsbir.net
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